SONIC THE HEDGEHOG - SEVEN PAGE SCRIPT.

DEATH EGG by NIGEL KITCHING.

I may seem to be stating the obvious in this script, like when I have Sonic and Tails referred to by name in the first panel and later when I explain what the Death Egg is, but I am writing this so it should be understood by someone even if they have never played the games.
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1. Large establishing shot of Sonic in his secret underground control room. This is the laboratory which was owned by Prof Kintobor before his transformation into Robotnik. The artist will probably hate me for this but, I think, Sonic should be flanked by an array of video screens each showing a scene from each of the zones, i.e. Emerald Hill Zone, Chemical Plant Zone, Aquatic Ruin Zone, Casino Night Zone, Hill Top Zone, Mystic Cave Zone, Oil Ocean Zone and Metropolis Zone. I don't think we ought to consider Sky Chase and the remainder as Zones since they are Robotnik's devices essentially. Each screen should be labelled with the name of the depicted zone.

Sonic is preoccupied with a computer consol. Since this is Kintobor's lab, let's have the computer be a manifestation of him with some sort of graphic of the good doctor before his fateful accident. Perhaps a floating hologram of his head would be best, coloured blue perhaps, so there's no mistaking that it's not living. The head should float above the central consol Sonic is working at with energy all around it and a trail leading to a likely looking protuberance on the consol. I think this computer should be a sort of father figure to Sonic - somebody for him to rebel against.

Tails is in the background looking confused and pointing to the Kintobor hologram.

Caption:
THE UNDERGROUND LABORATORY OF DR. OVI 
KINTOBOR. NOW THE SECRET HEADQUARTERS OF A 
CERTAIN BLUE HEDGEHOG...

Tails:
BUT SONIC, IF KINTOBOR WAS CHANGED INTO 
ROBOTNIK LIKE YOU SAID, HOWCUM THAT'S HIS 
FACE? HOWCUM?

Sonic:
I'LL SAY IT JUST ONE MORE TIME. THIS IS 
KINTOBOR'S COMPUTER. THE FACE IS JUST A 
HOLOGRAM TO MAKE THE DARN THING EASIER TO 
USE. 

Sonic:
GOT IT?

2. Shot of Sonic operating some controls, the hologram head is still in view.

Sonic:
NOW BUTTON IT, THERE'S SOMETHING GOING ON OUT 
THERE...

Sonic:
COMPUTER PUT IT ON THE MAIN SCREEN.

3. The main screen, we can see Sonic and Tails from the back. The screen shows a not very clear picture of Robotnik's Death Egg which is in space. We are about to find out that it is in a deteriorating orbit and due to crash back to earth. Now, in the game we never got a good look at the Death Egg of the zone of the same name but it makes sense to me that it would be egg shaped. So this is a space station shaped like an egg but with collector dishes and general bits and pieces decorating it. In the game we know that it was torn by explosions but now we find out it was not destroyed and still up there. The Death Egg is clearly very badly damaged though and looks a true derelict. We can see straight through parts of it where there are massive holes revealing the metal skeleton within. In this picture we probably can't see a great deal of detail but this description will serve for later on in the story when we do.

Tails:
TH...THAT'S ROBOTNIK'S DEATH EGG SPACE 
SATELLITE. BUT I THOUGHT IT HAD BEEN 
DESTROYED!

Sonic:
LOOKS LARGE AS LIFE TO ME BUDDY, AND HEADING 
FOR A CRASH LANDING RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF 
EMERALD HILL ZONE.
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1. Sonic is running towards some doors which will lead to his aeroplane hangar. He is followed by Tails as always.

Sonic:
THERE'S NOT MUCH TIME. LET'S GET IT ON!! (or 
LET'S MOVE IT!!)

Tails:
BUT WHAT CAN WE DO?

2. We are now in the hangar. There are a couple of planes both have 'SONIC' written on the side. The plane in the foreground has a large jet engine strapped underneath it - this is the one seen in Sonic 2 at the end of Wing Fortress Zone. Sonic is already climbing aboard. Tails is trailing behind.

Sonic:
MOVE IT KID, THIS IS NO PICNIC WERE GOING ON!

Tails:
SORRY SONIC.

3. Dramatic shot of the plane flying right at the reader, Behind, on the ground, we can see the open doors in the ground where the plane has streaked out of. Sonic is standing on the plane's wing; he is leaning back like a water skier holding a special harness. The plane's jet engine leaves an impressive trail behind them.

Sonic:
NEXT STOP ROBOTNIK'S WING FORTRESS!!

Tails:
'WING FORTRESS' BUT I THOUGHT YOU SAID WE WERE 
GOING TO...

Tails:
OH WHAT'S THE USE?

4. A little time has passed between panels here - I hate to do this but there's a lot to get into seven pages. Back view of the plane (or perhaps part of the plane) and above us in the distance we can see the Wing Fortress. The Wing Fortress was not damaged in the game so draw it looking good as new. I know we never really got a proper look at the thing in the game so I really can't see any alternative to making it up - unless the American book has a picture of it. 

Caption:
SOON (BUT NOT SOON ENOUGH FOR SONIC).

Tails:
LOOK!! THERE IT IS. I CAN SEE IT.

Sonic:
NOT THAT SURPRISING WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE 
THING'S OVER 3000 METRES LONG...

5. Tails has flown alongside and Sonic is jumping aboard the Wing Fortress.

Tails:
I'LL STICK AROUND, IN CASE YOU NEED HELP.

Sonic:
HEY! SINCE WHEN DID THIS COOL BLUE HEDGEHOG 
NEED HELP?
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1. Sonic is tearing along the top of the Wing Fortress. Those mounted gun thingies are shooting at him, but Sonic is not interested.

Sonic:
WHAT I NEED SHOULD BE AROUND HERE 
SOMEWHERE...

2. Sonic leaps down the hatchway which gets him inside the Wing Fortress. We look up out of the hatch as Sonic leaps down towards us.

Sonic:
NOBODY ABOUT. LOOKS LIKE ROBOTNIK'S ABANDONED 
THE PLACE.

Sonic:
THIS IS GONNA BE A CINCH...

3. Suddenly two walls of laser light have sprung up, preventing Sonic from either going forward or retreating. This is the same trap Sonic was caught by in Sonic 2 at the end of Wing Fortress Zone. I think the kids will get a kick seeing Sonic in a situation that they have themselves played out in the game.

Sonic:
I DON'T BELIEVE IT! THE DEFENCES MUST BE ON 
AUTOMATIC.

Sonic:
THANK GOODNESS TAILS ISN'T HERE TO SEE ME WALK 
INTO THAT ONE!

SFX:
ZUM!

SFX:
ZUM!

4. The three spiked flying platforms have appeared. In this strip they fly around in deadly random arcs at tremendous speed. Sonic is having to jump to dodge one. Tails' voice is coming into panel from offstage.

Tails:
SONIC? IT'S ME, 'TAILS'. I FOUND SOMEWHERE TO 
LAND THE PLANE.

Tails:
ARE YOU ALRIGHT DOWN THERE?

5. Sonic has managed to get himself on top of one of the flying platforms and is hanging on for dear life. He still looks cool though.

Sonic:
'COURSE I'M ALL RIGHT! WHAT COULD POSSIBLY BE 
THE MATTER?

Sonic:
GO AWAY.
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1. Still clinging to the careering platform Sonic looks up and sees the overhead laser cannon warming up and making a humming noise.

Sonic:
OH BOY. NOW THE LASER CANNON IS GETTING READY 
TO DO ITS THING...

SFX:
HMMMMMM!!

Tails:
SONIC, ARE YOU SURE EVERYTHING'S OK?

2. Sonic leaps off the platform towards the laser cannon.

Sonic:
I'VE SAID, HAVEN'T I? NOW BEAT IT!

Sonic (thinks):  IT'S ABOUT TO FIRE, I'VE ONLY GOT ONE 
CHANCE...

3. Sonic smashes the laser cannon.

SFX:
KRRRSSSHHH!

Tails:
WHAT WAS THAT? SORRY SONIC, BUT I'VE GOT TO 
SEE!

4. Tails appears and Sonic is standing there nonchalantly, perhaps he is surreptitiously sweeping away a bit of broken laser cannon with his foot. Tails looks shame-faced.

Sonic:
HEY MAN, I APPRECIATE THE CONCERN AND 
EVERYTHING, BUT IF I SAY EVERYTHING'S OKAY, IT'S 
OKAY. 

Sonic:
OKAY?

Tails:
YES SONIC, SORRY SONIC.

5. Still staying consistent with the game the next scene shows them jumping down a shaft. Perhaps Tails is slowing his fall by spinning his tails. I don't think Tails can actually fly using his tail power but he can use them to slow his descent, like a parachute.

Sonic:
I SUPPOSE YOU MIGHT AS WELL COME NOW. BUT IF 
YOU CAN'T KEEP UP ALL BETS ARE OFF.

Tails:
GEE THANKS SONIC. DON'T WORRY I'LL KEEP UP.

6. At the back of the panel we can see a spaceship similar to the one used by Robotnik to escape the Wing Fortress in Sonic 2. Sonic and Tails are in the foreground and Sonic is gesturing towards the craft.

Sonic:
THIS IS WHY WE HAD TO GET TO THE WING FORTRESS 


LITTLE BUDDY. 

Sonic:
YOU THINK WE COULD HAVE FLOWN INTO SPACE IN A 
BI-PLANE?

Tails:
A SPACE SHIP!
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1. Distance shot of the spaceship blasting off from the Wing Fortress. The blue sky fades up to black to indicate its nearness to outer space.

SFX:
SHHOOOOM!

2. Nice big picture of the derelict Death Egg satellite with the spaceship approaching it. Refer back to my earlier description and try to make this a really powerful image. Have bits of debris floating near it, trapped in the same decaying orbit.

Spaceship:
THE DEATH EGG...

Spaceship:
TAILS WHAT IS IT WITH YOU AND STATING THE 
BLATANTLY OBVIOUS?

3.The ship has somehow docked with the Death Egg, and Sonic and Tails are getting out. This part of the Death Egg is obviously less damaged than other parts, but still looks quite a mess.

Tails:
HOW ARE YOU GOING TO STOP THIS THING CRASHING 
IN THE EMERALD HILL ZONE ANYHOW?

Sonic:
I DON'T KNOW YET, BUT SOMETHING'S BOUND TO 
OCCUR TO ME.

4.The pair are now confronted by the Sonic Badnik. Like the ship he is a wreck, he has somehow managed to repair himself from his last meeting with Sonic in Sonic 2. 

Badnik:
INTRUDERS YOU MAY kt NOT PASS, BY ORDER OF THE 
kt OMNIPOTENT DOCTOR ROBOTNIK.

Tails:
WHAT IS THAT?
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1. Sonic immediately spin attacks the Badnik knocking him backwards.

Sonic:
I THOUGHT I HAD DESTROYED HIM LAST TIME I WAS 
HERE.

2. The Badnik aims a clumsy kick at Sonic which he dodges easily by jumping up high. Sonic is posed ready to deliver a kick of his own.

Sonic:
THIS TIME...

3. Sonic kicks the Badnik's head clean off. Fire begins to erupt from the Badnik.

Sonic:
I'LL DO A BETTER JOB.

Badnik:
kt!

4. Sonic looks down at the burning wreckage. Tails is in the background looking out of a window.

Sonic:
LIKE SOME MAD SEA CAPTAIN, GOING DOWN WITH HIS 
SHIP...

Tails:
SONIC...

5. Exterior shot of the Death Egg re-entering the atmosphere. It is starting to catch fire, but not so much that we can't make out some of its details, and leaving a trail of smoke behind.

Spaceship:

...I THINK TIME'S RUNNING OUT!

Sonic is heading towards some controls that we might imagine would be the sort of thing you would use to pilot a massive space satellite. Near these controls we can see a door marked 'Escape Pod'.

Sonic:
I'LL HAVE TO STEER THIS THING AWAY FROM THE 
EMERALD HILL ZONE MANUALLY.

Sonic:
TAILS, USE THE ESCAPE POD!

Tails:
BUT SONIC THERE'S ONLY ONE!...

Sonic:
 NOW TAILS!
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1. Big picture. In the foreground in the safely ejected pod we can see Tails looking horrified. The pod is suspended from a parachute, by the way. Dominating the picture is a big explosion as the Death Egg crashes into the sea harmlessly.

Tails:
SONIC!!

SFX:
SHOOOOM!!

2. Closer shot of  the descending pod, we can clearly see Tails through the window and we can also see the top of the pod.

Tails:
NOT EVEN SONIC COULD ESCAPE FROM A CRASH LIKE 
THAT...

3. Same shot again except we can see a single blue hand reaching up to the roof of the pod from the far side.

Tails:
HE GAVE HIS LIFE SO THAT THE EMERALD HILL FOLK 
MIGHT LIVE.

4. Same shot again except now Sonic is sitting on top of the pod grinning..

Tails:
HE WAS THE BRAVEST HEDGEHOG I EVER sob MET...

Sonic:
HEY, DON'T FORGET COOL, BLUE AND FASTER THAN 
A GERMAN WHEN HE SEES AN EMPTY DECK CHAIR.

or

Sonic:
NOT TO MENTION THE COOLEST, BLUEST AND 
FASTEST THING ON LEGS!

5. Tails looks up startled but overjoyed. Better make the roof of the pod glass so he can actually see his blue buddy. Sonic is still grinning.

Tails:
SONIC! YOU'RE ALIVE!!

Sonic:
AND YOU'RE STILL STATING THE OBVIOUS I SEE.

6. Silhouette of the pod against a sunset perhaps?

Sonic:
I SUPPOSE WHEN WE GET BACK EVERYONE WILL INSIST 
ON MAKING A BIG FUSS OF ME AGAIN - BIG PARTIES 
THAT KIND OF THING?

Tails:
NOT IF YOU DON'T WANT THEM TO SONIC.

Sonic:
ARE YOU CRAZY? OF COURSE I WANT THEM TO!

An alternative ending I had in mind was after the crash to cut to Tails telling his woodland friends how there was no way Sonic could have escaped from the crash. During this touching speech Sonic arrives behind him surprising Tails. In this version when Tails asks how Sonic escapes Sonic won't tell him because he says he doesn't like showing off. We end with Tails practically begging for the story.

